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"To boldly go where no man has gone before" 

is a phrase used in the title sequence of most episodes of the original Star Trek science fiction television series and the title of Ulli Knalls installation at the Museum of New Art (MONA),Detroit, USA.

Since 1998 Knall has created ceramic shape shifting aliens impersonating Star Trek characters, friends and celebrities all strangely connected by their austere and eerie looks.

Knall’s latest work seems to be yet another venture to penetrate the “nowhere land” of individualism and the human soul. In an attempt to reunite all of her children’s relatives in one installation Knall has created portrait drawings of each member of her, and her husband’s families going back three generations.  

There are people who grew up during the time of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire and served in the German army.  Germans from Transilvania displaced after the second world war.  Jewish people who survived the war in Great Britain.  English and Welsh faces.  Abstract patterns replacing the images of relatives that perished in the holocaust, or who’s photographs weren’t made available because of the resentment of a living relative not able to bear the thought of their loved ones image “used” in art. Young faces of people born in the sixties and seventies floating alongside young faces of people born in the thirties or in the twenty-first century. 

Each portrait is drawn in pencil at the centre of a different round pattern, brightly coloured in with oil crayons, pencil and ball pen on one side, left white on the other side and suspended from the ceiling by thin threads. The faces are treated with oil to make the paper transparent and the faces visible from both sides.  

Material and shape are inspired by practical exercises from art therapy books which describe circular drawings as very calming and healing since they give the patient a sense of stability. 

The sculpture accompanying this paper mobile is a ceramic bust of Knall’s six year old son in the style of Roman portraits painted on glass plaques used to commemorate dead relatives. 
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