Hartmut Austen 

Bio:

Hartmut Austen was born and raised in Germany. During the Nineties, he studied painting and drawing at Hochschule der Künste (University of the Arts) in Berlin. His paintings and drawings have been included in exhibitions in Bielefeld, Berlin, Chicago, Detroit, New York and Toronto, among other places. He is a member of the artist collective “Telegraph” (www.telegraphart.com). Together with Lynn Crawford, he edited “Detroit: Telegraph,” a literary and visual arts journal published by the Museum of 

Contemporary Art Detroit. He currently lives with his wife and son in Rochester Hills, Michigan. 
Statement:

In my paintings and drawings I investigate the various stylistic possibilities in expressive picture making within the context of contemporary painting. Observations and thoughts about society, politics but also personal biography are informing my work. 

Using a part analytical, part inventive approach to painting with stylistic echoes of expressionism, surrealism and color field painting, my paintings vary in format, tonality and imagery. Often, paintings are based on one or more photographic images, which I collect from newspapers, the Internet and my own snapshots. One photographic image can become the source of more than one painting, stylistically different and done in different years. European and American artists Edvard Munch, Francis Picabia, Raoul de Keyser, Vilja Celmins, René Danîels, Guillermo Kuitca, Philip Guston, Jasper Johns, Susan Rothenberg and Clifford Still, among others, influence my work. Their work is highly personal and formally inventive while emanating a timeless beauty. I see myself operating in that tradition.
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