Mary Fortuna 

Bio:

Mary Fortuna has exhibited her work extensively in Michigan and elsewhere. Over a period of many years, she served on the Forum for Contemporary Art at the Detroit Institute of Arts, and on the Exhibition Committees for the Detroit Artist Market, Detroit Focus and Paint Creek Center for the Arts. She founded and edited Ground Up, a now-defunct publication devoted to the visual arts in Detroit. She has worked at various times as a cook on a diving boat, a picture framer, a medical lab technician, and a part-time 

reindeer. She is currently employed as the Exhibitions Director at Paint Creek Center for the Arts in Rochester, Michigan. Her work is included in many private and corporate collections. 
Statement:

My recent work wants to take the form of dolls and animals, the weirder the better. 

They usually insist on hanging from the ceiling, which makes them a little like puppets. They refuse to sit down and shut up and behave themselves. I have nothing important to say about dolls or puppets, except that I spent a lot of time making them when I was a kid. Playing with the things that made me happy as a kid seems as good a reason as any to make art. A few things that amuse the heck out of me: 
Saints 

Devils 

Heironymus Bosch 

Ray Johnson 

H. C. Westerman 

Popeye 

The Hindu pantheon 

Inuit masks and carvings 

Pacific Northwest indigenous art 

Venetian Carnivale 

Masks of all kinds 

Talking animals 

Scary puppets 

Sympathetic magic
Resume 

EDUCATION:

Bachelor of Fine Arts, 1992 

Wayne State University, Detroit, Michigan 

EMPLOYMENT 

Paint Creek Center for the Arts 

Education Coordinator 2000 - 2004 

Exhibitions Director 2004 to present 

SELECTED EXHIBITS 

2008 Menagerie - Bohemian National Home Detroit, Michigan - Material Matters 

Anton Art Center Mount Clemens, Michigan - Moving Walls 

Museum of New Art Pontiac, Michigan - Slippery Weasel Society Exhibition 

Bohemian National Home Detroit, Michigan - Changing Cities: Detroit 

Three Walls Chicago, Illinois 

2007 Azutunarasharedo – four person show - Zeitgeist Gallery Detroit, Michigan 

Harvest – four person show - Alley Culture Detroit, Michigan 

2006 New Work - Flatlanders Blissfield, Michigan 

2005 Wall to Wall – sculpture invitational - Flatlanders Blissfield, Michigan 

2004 Group Show - Street Level Gallery Highwood, Illinois 

2003 Recent Works – Mary Fortuna and Jo Powers - Birmingham Bloomfield Art Center Birmingham, Michigan 
Selecti :

Detroit Artist’s Market Detroit, Michigan 

Alumni Exhibition: Sandra Cardew, Mary Fortuna and Catherine Peet 

Wayne State University Community Arts Gallery Detroit, Michigan 

8 Mile – Detroit Relics from the Future - Street Level Gallery Highwood, Illinois 

2002 Hanging Garden - Detroit Contemporary Detroit, Michigan 
2000 Past, Present, Future - DAM 2000  - Detroit Artist’s Market Detroit, Michigan

German Art / Michigan Art 
Paint Creek Center for the Arts Rochester, Michigan 

1999 Content Contained - Ann Arbor Art Center Ann Arbor, Michigan 

1998 Undefining Sculpture - Detroit Artist’s Market Detroit, Michigan 

1995 Memory Lapse and The Event Horizon with Robert Taormina - Willis Gallery Detroit, Michigan 

Harvest – Installation view – Alley Culture, Detroit 2007 Tree of Life – Bohemian National Home 
